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Research on Student Learning

Some research suggests that students' understanding of evolution is related to their understanding of the nature
of science and their general reasoning abilities. [!! Findings indicate that poor reasoners tend to retain
nonscientific beliefs such as "evolutionary change occurs as a result of need" because they fail to examine
alternative hypotheses and their predicted consequences, and they fail to comprehend conflicting evidence.

Thus, they are left with no alternative but to believe their initial intuitions or the misstatements they hear. [2]
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