The Physical Setting > Chemical Reactions
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Middle- and high-school student thinking about chemical change tends to be dominated by the obvious features of the change.

'] For example, some students think that when something is burned in a closed container, it will weigh more because they see
the smoke that was produced. Further, many students do not view chemical changes as interactions. They do not understand
that substances can be formed by the recombination of atoms in the original substances. Rather, they see chemical change as
the result of a separate change in the original substance, or changes, each one separate, in several original substances. For
example, some students see the smoke formed when wood burns as having been driven out of the wood by the flame. [2]
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