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Research on Student Learning
When asked to describe their views about science in general, high-school students portray scientists as brilliant, dedicated,
and essential to the world. However, when asked about science as a career, students respond with a negative image of
scientific work and scientists. They see scientific work as dull and rarely rewarding, and scientists as bearded, balding,
working alone in the laboratory, isolated, and lonely. [1] This image of scientists has also been frequently documented among
elementary- and middle-school students. [2] Some research suggests that this image may represent students' knowledge of
the public stereotype rather than their personal views and knowledge of science and scientists. [3]
Some students of all ages believe science mainly invents things or solves practical problems rather than exploring and
understanding the world. Some high-school students believe that moral values and personal motives do not influence a
scientist's contributions to the public debate about science and technology and think that scientists are more capable than
others to decide those issues. [4]
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